
Alexander Campbell and his relationship to the Baptists, 1813-1831

1813-1823
	1812, baptism, immersion question settled
	Intended to unite with Baptists, but disliked organizational controls
	Fall 1812, attended Redstone Baptist Association, invited to preach
	Brush Run church was invited into (and accepted) Redstone Association
	CAW (1809), constituted itself as church (1811), thus the Brush Run church
	At first meeting of Brush Run, 3 non-immersed refused communion, were immersed
1811, married Margaret Brown; preaching tour to Ohio

1813-1823
	1813, accepted to Redstone, but wrote 8-10 pages of own religious ideas and conditions, loyalty to Scripture
	Campbell thought some Baptists would not accept them
	1816, sermon on the law caused much discussion
	1818, Campbell began Buffalo Seminary
	1820, Walker debate
	1823, McCalla debate
	Campbell invited to go to Western Reserve, ARM was expanding
	1823, encouraged to join Mahoning Association where the Association had relinquished all supervision over the churches, churches were independent, was a cooperative organization

1824-1831
	1824, Baptists contending with Methodists, Henley got copy of McCalla debate
	Henley was connected with Dover Association, which met at Upper Essex in 1825
	1825, Henley invited Campbell to attend
	1825, Campbell spoke on the “principles of the Restoration Movement”, question on minds of most Baptists was whether Campbell was sound
	Henley did not totally agree with Baptists views, at Upper Essex preached his new views
	The Salem church (Andrew Broaddus) sent letter to Henley disapproving of point that “sinner could repent and belief prior to Holy Spirit influence”
	Henley responded that in searching all of Scripture, there was not example of giving the Holy Spirit before believing. 

1824-1831
	After trial at Essex church, Henley was removed by one vote, then unanimously asked to preach for them
	At another trial in 1829, dismissal letter was proposed and refused, but began to preach cause of restoration.
	1825, Campbell attended Goshen Association and Dover Association., preached 3 hours at Goshen
	Christian Baptist was widely read in eastern Virginia, report on Dover Association meeting was titled “Trouble in a Hopeful church”
1824-1831
	1828, Reformers withdrew and formed Bethany church in eastern Virginia
	Baptists began Religious Herald to counteract Christian Baptist
	1829-1830, Campbell was representative to Virginia Constitutional Convention
	Spoke every Sunday at First Baptist in Richmond, in January 1830 spoke on the same Sunday at Bethany and at Upper Essex
	About a dozen churches in the Dover Association favored reform
	Abner Clapton, clerk of Appomattox Association, began to attack Campbell in early 1830, “mischievous influence causing envy, strife and division”
	Cited “Beaver anathema”, discounted “Living Oracles” and urged that no association let reformers in.
	Impossible, for example, the Meherrin Association was dominated by Reformers
	By the end of 1830, Clapton’s resolutions were largely adopted

1824-1831
	Early 1831, Robert Semple had a committee examine baptism as preached by Reformers
	Conclusion: Reformers erred by not asking about “experience”
	Recommended withdrawal from all Reformers
	Campbell called this the “Semple-Broaddus decree”
	Rest of 1831 was relatively quiet
	August 1832, Appomattox withdrew from Meherrin, Goshen followed
	October 1832, Dover met, “Dover decrees” drawn up to disfellowship all Reformers

1824-1831
	Thus the Reform had spread among the Baptist churches
	Kentucky is good example: in North District Association Reformers controlled 3 churches out of 24, and 5 new churches were added with 900 immersions in 1827
	1828, there were problems in the Bracken Association with the Reformers
	1828, Boone’s Creek Association, 870 additions, 13 churches in association, adopted resolution to take the Bible only as a guide, 7 churches accepted, association split in 1830
	1829, Tate’s Creek Association was controlled by the Reformers
	Because Baptist Association feared losing to Reformers, wrote “Beaver Anathema”

Beaver Anathema accusations
	No salvation without baptism
	Baptism is administered on BELIEF of Jesus Christ as the Son of God only
	No direct operation of Holy Spirit prior to baptism
	Man’s obedience places him in God’s power to elect him to salvation
	No creed exists for the church
	All baptized believers may administer baptism
Tate’s Creek added fur more accusations
	No specific call to ministry
	Law of Moses abolished
	Experimental religion is only enthusiasm
	No mystery in the Scriptures



1824-1831
	1830, Elkhorn Association refused to recognize North District Association messengers, excluded 1470
	1829, Franklin Association passed the “Beaver Anathema” to purify the church
	1827-1831, according to Kentucky Baptist History, 10000 left the Baptist church for the Reformers
	Thus by 1830s, the movement was launched and growing
	January 1, 1832:  merger of Stone and Campbell movements
